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Baltic Environmental Forum

• Non	governmental		
organisations		

• Protecting	nature	not	from	
people,	but	together	with	
people	

• Biodiversity	and		nature	
conservation		

• Agroecology		
• Sustainable		business

National	Contact		Point	(NCP)		for	OECD		Guidelines		for		
Multinational	Enterprises

•	Voluntary	principles	&	standards	to	
promote	corporate	responsibility
•	Legally	binding	on	countries	but	not	
companies
•	Based	on	international	treaties	&	
conventions
•	Do	not	override	national	laws
•	Promoted	&	implemented	by	Governments	
via	National	Contact	Points	(NCP’s)
•	Complaint	mechanism	–	Non	Judicial
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YOU  and 
sustainability
✓Find the person you know at least.  
✓Discuss : „what ’ s my personal cont r ibu t ion to 

sustainability?“   
✓Tell you pair’s one  most sustainable habit.
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SUSTAINABILITY  & ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Futurepreneurs	is	all	about	
creating	a	business	that	makes	
an	impact.
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2019 innovation scoreboards: The innovation performance of the 
EU and its regions 

• About	two-thirds	of	Europe's	economic	growth	over	the	last	decades	
has	been	driven	by	innovation.		

• Each	euro	invested	by	the	EU		innovation	programme	can	potentially	
generate	a	return	of	up	to	€11	of	GDP	over	25	years.	

• 	Investments	in	research	and	innovations	are	expected	to	generate	up	
to	100,000	new	jobs	in	research	and	innovation	activities	between	
2021	and	2027.
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encouraging 2019s

•	The	rise	of	ESG	ratings	by	the	world’s	largest	investors		
•	The	continued	growth	of	sustainable	food	systems		
•	New	entrants	seeking	to	dramatically	scale	up	renewable	energy	purchases		
•	Companies	taking	a	significant	bite	out	of	food	waste	
	•	More	businesses	making	zero-net-carbon	commitments		
•	More	brands	committing	to	dramatically	cut	plastic	waste		
•	Banks	and	insurers	factoring	climate	risk	into	loans	and	policies		
•	Vehicle	companies	electrifying	transportation		
•	Markets	for	carbontech	products	and	services	taking	off		
•	Reuse	models	starting	to	ramp	up

2020	GreenBiz	Group	Inc	
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18 Feb, 2020

http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/
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Geological time scale  
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THE 
ANTHROPOCENE
THE ANTHROPOCENE: ARE WE OVERWHELMING THE 
FORCES OF NATURE ?

We	transfer	57	000	
mln.	t	of	rocks		
-	3	times	more	than	
river	floe	does		(22	000	
mln.	t)	(Price	et	al	
2011).	
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NEW GLOBAL CONTEXT 

• Rising	risks	:	
• Globalisation	v.s.	globalisation	
• Demographic	changes		
• Urbanisation		
• Digitalisation		
• Environmental	degradation		
• Impact	on	health	

WEF,	Global	Risks	report,	2017	
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TOP 5 GLOBAL RISKS in terms of impact 

The	global	risk	landscape	seems	to	be	changing	faster	than	our	ability	to	manage	it.

2007	 2020
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a well informed 

optimist....

Pesimist is 
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THE CLUB OF 
ROME
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The  Club of Rome
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• European	Green	Deal	could	be	a	game-
changer	for	Europe	and	European	citizens.		
• The	realisation	of	the	final	Deal	must	reflect	
the	paradigm	and	systems	shifts	we	so	
urgently	need.
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ecosystem service valuation

• economic	invisibility	of	nature	is	a	
problem	
• The	value	of	UK	fish	landings	is	
about	£600	million	per	annum	
(p.a.),		
• Biodiversity	pollination	services	
are	estimated	at	£430	million	p.a	
• Timber	values	are	just	under	£100	
million	p.a.
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https://www.footprintcalculator.org

https://www.footprintcalculator.org/
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World	Economic	Forum	(https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/08/what-happens-in-an-internet-minute-
in-2019/)



Sustainability & 

EntrepreneurshipNatur
al	res

ourse
s	dem

and	

Natural	resourses	supply

Sustainable development 

Time	



Sustainability & 

Entrepreneurship
SUSTAINABILITY



Sustainability & 

Entrepreneurship

Confused about Sustainability?

Smart Growth
CHANGE
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Source:	www.newsustainabilityinc.com

http://www.newsustainabilityinc.com/about-this-blog/
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Real sustainability

Environment

Society

Economy
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• N	is	for	Nature:		
• Healthy	air	and	water	quality,	sustainable	resource	use,	sufficient	habitat	(especially	for	

endangered	species),	the	preservation	of	scenic	beauty	

• E	is	for	Economy:		
• Vital	businesses,	good	infrastructure,	the	sufficient	production	of	goods	and	services,	a	

solid	financial	sector,	and	good	jobs	or	people	at	good	wages	

• S	is	for	Society:		
• The	health	of	our	communities,	institutions,	schools,	cultural	traditions,	and	the	arts,	and	

the	organizational	structures	and	legal	frameworks	that	protect	equality	and	opportunity	
for	all	

• W	is	for	Well-Being:		
• Our	individual	health,	happiness,	education,	satisfaction,	and	fulfillment,	as	well	as	the	

health	of	our	families	and	primary	relationships,	and	the	quality	of	our	living	and	working	
environments

The Sustainability Compass 
A tool for understanding sustainable development

Alan	AtKisson,		
Sustainability	is		for	everyone,	2013
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✓we	 can	 not	 extract	 more	 than	 can	 be	 safely	
contained	or	re-absorbed	

✓we	must	not	disturb	a	delicate	balance	of	ecology	by	
introducing	products	that	are	alien	to	nature	

✓ nature	 is	 our	 life-supporting	 system	–	we	must	 not	
diminish	it	

✓ about	 equity	 –	 all	 people	 in	 the	 world	 need	 the	
benefits	of	nature	–	equally	

	 	 	 	

PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABILITY
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Sustainable development  

Source:	The	Partnership	for	Action	on	Green	Economy	(PAGE)
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ECODESIGN

31

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/ecodesign
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ECO- EFFICIENCY 
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self-healing rubber

reversible	polymer	bonds
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Sustainability
✓ Process 

✓ Taking into account financial, 
environmental, social and ethical issues 

✓ Long term vision 

✓ Modern development is focused on 
short-term economic benefit 
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Growth is at the heart of the business model? 

• The	1970’s	doctrine	of	Milton	
Friedman:		
• “The	social	responsibility	of	
business	is	to	increase	its	
profits”.	 But the foundation of this model 

was developed at a time when we 
didn’t comprehend the natural limits 
to growth.
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Corporate social responsibility 

•organisation takes responsibility  of its decisions and operations on 
society and environment and follows the principles of transparent and 
ethical behaviour, which:  

✓ meet the principles of sustainable development and social wellbeing;  

✓ takes into account expectations of interest groups;  

✓ comply existing laws and international norms;  

✓ is integrated into the internal processes as well as external relations.  
  

According to ISO26000
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Interface 

• a	worldwide	commercial	flooring	company	and	global	leader	
in	sustainability,	
• 2019	net	sales	more	than		$1.0	billion

https://www.ted.com/talks/ray_anderson_the_business_logic_of_sustainability?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
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CocoPallet
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BOLT THREADS
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SWEET	
ROOT



Sustainability & 

Entrepreneurship

BUILDING TOMORROW 

https://hello-tomorrow.org/s

https://hello-tomorrow.org/s
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Responsibility 
Intersectoral	agreements	
Intergenerational		agreements	
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Responsible Innovation

• is	integrated	into	your	company’s	goals	and	governance	
• transparent		
• anticipates	impacts	
• early	consideration	of	impacts		
• 	consideration	of	potential	positive	and	negative	impacts	on	society,	
the	economy,	and	the	environment	-	what	could	go	wrong	or	how	the	
innovation’s	use	could	have	a	potentially	harmful	effect	on	people	or	
the	environment	in	the	longterm.
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Group work: impacts of business 
WHAT	PROBLEM	DO	YOU	SOLVE?			
HOW	WILL	YOU	CONTRIBUTE	TO		SUSTAINABILITY?
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Select the challenge  

• Groups	
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5 Steps

1. What	is	happening?	Share	information	about	the	issue	
2. Why	it	is	happening?	Think	about	the	causes	
3. Brainstorm	ideas:	ways	to	address	and	improve	the	issue	
4. Make	a	plan	about	how	to	implement	your	ideas	
5. To	cap	it	off	...	make	a	commitment	to	do	it!
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PROBLEM SOLVING: why is it happening? 

Central 
Challenge

ETC.	…	

ENVIRONMENT

SOCIETY

ECONOMY

Cause 1.1

Cause 1.2

Cause 2.1

Cause 3.1

Cause 3.2

Cause 3.3

ETC.	…

WHY	ARE	THESE	
THINGS	HAPPENING?	

NEGATIVE	EFFECTS

Solution		1.1.1

Solution	.1.2

Solution	

…	

etc.

WHY	ARE	THESE	
THINGS	HAPPENING?	
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rerum	cognoscere	causas	
(to	understand	the	causes	of	things)
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THE	BEST	DAYS	ON	OUR	PLANET	ARE	AHEAD	OF	US
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audrone.alijosiute@bef.lt 
+37068721450
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